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Particular attention should be called to the technical vocabularies 
offered in this pamphlet. These lists represent a first attempt to select 
spelling words useful in the special subject fields taught in the second- 
ary school. It is believed that teachers will be especially interested in 
these subject lists, and with their assistance the Bureau plans to 
expand and refine the lists in the years immediately ahead. 


[3] 


THE SPELLING PROGRAM 


Grades 7, 8 and 9 


Changes in elementary and in secondary school organization have 
placed grades 7 and 8, together with grade 9, in early secondary edu- 
cation. These changes have created the need for a special handbook 
on the teaching of spelling in grades 7 through 9. 

The daily writing vocabulary of both children and adults has 
changed considerably in recent years. New words, new meanings 
of words and technical words heretofore seldom used now appear 
frequently in the common, everyday writings of large numbers of 
people. 

Since the spelling of this basic writing vocabulary can not be mas- 
tered completely by the end of grade 6, it is necessary to provide in 
grades 7, 8 and 9 a program in spelling that will adequately continue 
the work begun in the elementary school and will fit the needs of pupils 
in the junior high school years. This pamphlet has been designed for 
that purpose. Such a program must continue the practice of making 
spelling useful and meaningful. The teaching of spelling will also 
need to be an integral part of the senior high school program. 


Research Findings 


Fundamental research in the field of spelling has been carried on in 
American public schools for more than half a century. In perhaps 
no other area of educational endeavor has a greater number of research 
studies been conducted or have the findings been more conclusive and 
complete than those culminating from the work of such authorities as 
Ashbaugh, Ayres, Breed, Horn, Jones, Tidyman and others. More 
recently these findings have been modified and refined by the investiga- 
tions carried on by Dolch, Fitzgerald, Gates, Horn and Rinsland. 
As a result of all of this work, the everyday words that people com- 
monly need to spell have been determined with a high degree of relia- 
bility. Moreover, evidence is abundant that direct study of these 
words in situations where the words are immediately and frequently 
used in the pupils’ own writing is highly efficient. 

Attention has been given to such problems as the number of words 
to be taught, their selection, and the extent to which spelling rules are 
useful. How words should be graded for greater usefulness, how 
early in the grades the teaching of spelling should begin, how many 


1 See page 13. 
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years such instruction should continue, and how words should be 
grouped for teaching have also been carefully considered. 

Recent research, for example, demonstrates that a basic writing 
vocabulary of approximately 3000 well-selected words highly useful 
both in child and in adult writing, is a desirable spelling goal for the 
elementary school child by the end of the sixth grade. An additional 
1000 basic core words, carefully taught during the seventh, eighth 
and ninth grades, to which might be added important technical words 
throughout the secondary school program, is an acceptable aim for the 
secondary school pupil. 

To require an elementary school child to study a larger basic writing 
vocabulary than one of 3000 words would present him with an over- 
whelming learning task which he could not accomplish efficiently in 
the time available to him without neglect of required learning in other 
areas. The recommended size of the basic spelling vocabulary for 
children in the first six grades, therefore, is 3000 carefully selected 
words. 

To these 3000 words there should be added each year in grades 7, 
8 and 9, 300 to 400 additional important core words until a basic 
vocabulary of approximately 4000 words has been taught. Words 
previously studied should be carefully reviewed. 

The data on diminishing returns indicate that it would be ques- 
tionable practice to attempt to teach the fifth thousand most important 
words to high school pupils, since research shows that less than 
one-half of 1 per cent of the words used in writing would be accounted 
for by the entire fifth thousand. Accordingly, it is more effective to 
have the high school pupil keep his own supplementary individual 
spelling list of necessary, interesting and difficult words. It is also 
profitable to teach him to spell the important technical words not 
included in a basic core list which he uses frequently in written work 
in connection with the special fields of study he is pursuing in the 
secondary school. 

This bulletin offers to junior high school teachers, therefore, a 
fourth thousand spelling words believed to follow in importance the 
3000 allocated to the elementary grades. These words have been 
carefully graded and divided among grades 7, 8 and 9 in terms of 
their (1) frequency of use, (2) difficulty, (3) universality, (4) per- 
manency, (5) spread in all kinds of writing, (6) quality and (7) cru- 
ciality. In addition, the pamphlet contains a list of important review 
words and a tentative list of technical words closely associated with the 
junior high school curriculum in citizenship, science and mathematics. 

It is hoped that junior high school teachers of mathematics, science 
and citizenship education will assist the State Education Department 
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in perfecting and expanding these technical vocabularies by keeping 
careful records of misspellings occurring in their pupils’ writing and 
submitting lists of these words yearly to their principals to be for- 
warded to the Department. It is planned also to develop such spelling 
vocabulary lists for other high school subjects. 


Needs 


The suggestions offered in this pamphlet endeavor to meet the 
specific needs of students in early secondary education. These needs 
are: 7 

1 To develop further those skills and techniques in studying words 

which were begun in the elementary school. Mastery of these 
skills and techniques should be acquired by most pupils. 


2 To increase the core_vocabulary—developed in the elementary 
school with additional words that are useful in grades 7, 8 
and 9 


3 To review troublesome words that occur again and again in all 
writing and are frequently misspelled 

4 To become critical of spelling in all written work, recognizing 
the importance of correct spelling to success both during 
school days and in adult life 

5 To learn to spell the technical vocabularies commonly used in 


writing in the special subject. areas. (Tentative lists are pro- 
vided in this bulletin in only three of the special subject areas 
— science, mathematics and citizenship education. It is 
planned to enlist the help of secondary school teachers in 
extending the lists to other curriculum areas. The three lists 
which begin on page 24 are incomplete and experimental. They 
will be subject to critical review to improve and expand them, 
as explained above. ) 


Some Suggested Methods 


Teaching spelling effectively in grades 7 through 9 requires a 
planned program of instruction. Pupils can not be expected to master 
a core writing vocabulary and their necessary technical vocabularies 
if spelling 1s taught in a haphazard or incidental manner. In order 
to insure that the program will- adequately meet the needs of pupils, 
the following suggestions and procedures will prove helpful. 


1 Establish a weekly routine for spelling, but provide variety in 
~~ procedures. 

2 Help pupils to acquire efficient methods of word attack and a 
good method for studying words. Ort 

3 Use the test-study method of teaching as outlined on page 214 
of the Syllabus in English for Secondary Schools, and as 
described, below. Authorities agree that this method is 
effective and requires a minimum of time for pupil and 
teacher. 
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4 Help the pupils to develop a critical attitude towards the use 
of words and the correct spelling of words in their daily 
writings. 

e 9 Encourage each pupil to keep his own individual review list of 
troublesome words. ve eee 

6 Have a planned and periodic testing program using words that 
have proven troublesome during the year. 

7 Teach those spelling rules that research shows are genuine aids 

in learning to spell (see page 9). 

8 Provide positive correlation between spelling and all written 

~~ work. 

9 Work with antonyms,. homonyms, suffixes, prefixes, plurals 
and the tenses of useful verbs. | 

10 Use the dictionary (a) to obtain definition, (b) to obtain 
correct spelling,.(c) to determine correct pronunciation. 


The correct spelling of the core words should be a responsibility 
that all secondary school teachers share. The spelling of the necessary 
technical words in a subject area should be taught by the teachers of 
the particular subject. 


° UY’ 
Some Specific Procedures 


Procedure No. 1 Helping pupils develop an efficient method 
for studying words 


Pupils enjoy spelling when they know that they are learning the 
words they need in writing and that they are learning them by good 
methods of study. A method which many teachers have found 
effective follows. 


SIX STEPS IN LEARNING TO SPELL A WORD 


1 Pronounce the word. Use it correctly in a sentence. 

2 See the word. Say it. Say it by syllables. Say the letters in 
order. 

3 Close your eyes and spell the word. Check your spelling. Be 
sure it is correct. 

4 Write the word correctly. Make every letter carefully. Dot 
the 7 soy Cross thew 5 Close 16.0.5. 

5 Cover the word and write it. If the spelling is correct, cover 
the word and write it again. If it is correct, cover it and 
write it once more. 

6 Try not to make a mistake. If you make a mistake, repeat steps 
2, 3 and 4 before repeating step 5. 
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; a 
Procedure No. 2 Using the test-study method of teaching 


Monday. Test all pupils on the new words in the week’s word 
list. 

Tuesday. Supervise their individual study of the words missed 
on Monday. 

Wednesday. ‘Test all pupils on the new and review words for the 
week. 

Thursday. Supervise their individual study of the words missed 
on Wednesday. 

Friday. Test all pupils on the new and review words of the 
week. 


Procedure No. 3 Teaching spelling rules 


Principles of spelling that have few exceptions may profitably be 
developed inductively by pupils under the guidance of the teacher. 
Several words illustrating a principle may be presented; from these 
the pupils can then develop their own principles. The following 
spelling rules are useful to know and should be taught. 


1 


an 


7 


To form the plural of words ending in y after a consonant, change 
y tot and add es, as lady, ladies. Apply the rule to all suffixes 
(not just to plurals) where the word ends in y after a consonant 
except where the suffix begins with 1, as cry, cried; but cry, 
crying. 

Words ending in y after a vowel do not change y to 7 when 
adding suffixes, as boy, boys; play, played. 

The letter g is always followed by u in a word. 

“Use 1 before e 

Except after c. 

Or when sounded like a 

As in neighbor and weigh.” 

There are other lines in the jingle, but these are the most use- 
ful ones. There are many exceptions to this rule. For example, 
neither, their. 


Silent e is usually retained before a suffix beginning with a 
consonant, as surely. There are many exceptions. For 
example, truly, wholly. 

Drop silent e usually before a suffix beginning with a vowel, as 
coming ; but retain silent e in words ending in ce and ge if the 
suffix begins with a or o, as changeable, noticeable. 

Proper nouns and adjectives formed from proper nouns should 
always begin with capital letters. 


8 Words of one syllable or words of more than one syllable accented 


on the last, ending in a single consonant after a single vowel, 
double the final consonant when adding a suffix beginning 
with a vowel, as fur, furred and commit, committing. 
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Both positive and negative aspects of such rules should be empha- 
sized. Important exceptions in each instance should be pointed out. 
Emphasis should be upon use and understanding rather than upon 
formal memorization of a rule. Each principle should be carefully 
taught by illustration, reviewed and applied to new words. 


Procedure No. 4 Studying word forms 


Correct writing requires the careful study of word forms. With 
guidance from their teachers pupils will be interested in such activities 
as the following : 


1 Riming words, such as pay and say with day 

2 Noting words with specific characteristics. Examples: words 
beginning with br, ending with ing, with double letters or 
with hard spots such as 7e, e. For example, breeding, 
briefing. 

Recognizing and enunciating sounds of letters. Examples: the 
soft and hard e’s in circus; the hard and soft g’s in gift and 
geography; the same sound of different letters, such as the 
short u sound in some and sum; the long and short vowel 
sounds, such as the 2 in bite and Dit. 

4 Recognizing silent letters that must be written. Examples: 
grade and knew. 

5 Knowing what words to capitalize. Examples: Indian, Ben; 
the abbreviations Mr. and Mrs. and the pronoun J. 

6 Punctuating. Examples: Wed. ends with a period. The 
hyphen as in good-by. The apostrophe as in my father’s car. 

7 Differentiating words often confused. Examples: series and 
serious ; custom and costume; abroad and aboard. : 

8 Syllabifying a word for pronunciation and dividing it between 
syllables at the end of a line 

9 Pronouncing words correctly by using the key to pronunciation 
in a dictionary, the diacritical marks and the accent marks 

10 Writing words legibly; forming letters properly 


oS) 


Procedure No. 5 Word building $s. 7 

Forming derivatives may become both'a pleasant and profitable 

activity. 

1 Forming derivatives by adding suffixes. Examples: Add s or 
es to form a plural; add ed or d to form the past tense of a 
verb; add ant, ent, ness, ure, 10n, ment, ly or ful to base words 
to build words. ; 

2 Forming derivatives by adding prefixes. (Identifying the pre- 
fixes in such words as referred and transferred is a useful 
preparatory exercise.) Examples: Add re to’ new to form 
renew; add pre to view; add sub to let. 

3 Forming compound words. Examples: Write compound words 
from: house, ware; storm, sand; where, some. 
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Procedure No. 6 Studying word meanings © 


Good written work requires understanding of meanings as well as 
correct spelling. Unless a pupil learns meanings in connection with 
spelling, his writings can not be exact. He must learn that some 
words have many meanings. Richness of vocabulary involves the 
understanding of a variety of meanings of words as well as knowledge 
of a large number of words. Some activities which are helpful in 
developing meaning are: 


1 Understanding words in context. A meaning of a word some- 
times becomes clear in context. 

2 Matching words and meanings. A matching test of words and 
common meanings is challenging. 

3 Studying definitions. Examples: Write words that fit defini- 
tions, such as the word for a place where food is served; 
differentiate between meanings of words spelled alike, such 
as per mit’ and per’ mit; per fect’ and per’ fect. 

4 Identifying synonyms. Examples: Write a word that is a 
synonym of ilness; find a synonym in the dictionary for 
gratitude. 

5 Recognizing antonyms. Examples: Write the opposite of 
beautiful; of sad. 

6 Differentiating homonyms. After both homonyms of a pair 
have been taught as they were needed, they may be presented 
in the same lesson. Examples: their and there. This is thew 
car. We shall go there tonight. 

7 Studying meanings and forms of interesting compound words. 
Examples: homeroom, warehouse. 

8 Meaning of plurals. A student may add many words to his 
vocabulary by learning the meaning of plurals. 

9 Recognizing contractions. Research shows that spelling of 
contractions is difficult. Contractions need careful explana- 
tions. Several well-chosen examples should be studied in 
appropriate situations. | 

10 Understanding possessives. Possessives supply difficult spots 
in spelling. The pupil should learn that the possessive shows 
ownership. Several examples, such as Joseph’s bat, the bat 
belonging to Joseph, help understanding. 

11 Meanings of suffixes. Suffixes when presented properly are 
interesting. The pupil should recognize the need for increas- 
ing his word power in writing through the use of suffixes. 
Examples: The suffix ion may mean act or process of, as in 
discussion; the result of, as in construction; condition of 
being, as in proportion. 

12 Meanings of prefixes. The understanding of the meaning™ of 
prefixes and practice in the use of them make writing easier 

..and more effective. Examples: The prefix pro may mean 
forward, in front of, instead of or favoring. The prefix sub 
may mean under, next to, lower or a part of something. 


% 
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Procedure No. 7 Using the dictionary 


The following activities are helpful in developing the proper use of 
the dictionary. 

1 Alphabetizing words, using the alphabet 

2 Using the guide words to find words quickly 

3 Looking up meaning, pronunciation, syllabication and spelling 
of words in the dictionary. Instruction should be given in the 
use of the key to pronunciation and the use of diacritical and 
accent marks for developing correct pronunciation. 

4 Finding synonyms and antonyms in the dictionary and selecting 

appropriate ones for use in writing 

5 Developing independence through the use of the dictionary. The 
efficient use of the dictionary develops power in writing 
because it opens up the vast lore of word knowledge. 

6 Developing the dictionary habit. Mastery of efficient dictionary 
techniques should lead the pupil to develop the dictionary habit. 
The dictionary habit in turn will develop greater word knowl- 
edge and power. 


Summary 


The first task in improving the spelling of seventh, eighth, and 
ninth grade pupils is the careful review of troublesome words each 
year, and a survey of the words habitually misspelled by each pupil 
in his written work. The review words should be tested at the begin- 
ning of the seventh grade; at the beginning of the eighth grade; and 
again at the beginning and toward the close of grade 9. Late Septem- 
ber or early October is a good time to do the fall testing. The survey 
of each pupil’s common spelling errors should be continuous, the 
pupil himself gradually taking over the responsibility for “ proof- 
reading” his writings. 

Additional core words should be taught each year ; attention should 
be given to techniques of studying spelling and methods of studying 
word forms; and the dictionary habit should be well established. 

With this equipment acquired each pupil will steadily develop 
in his word power, in keeping with his ability, throughout these three 
years of early secondary education. 

To aid secondary school teachers in accomplishing these purposes 
pages 14 to 27 contain: 


1 A Basic Spelling List, composed of review words and new core 
words 
2 A tentative Technical Writing Vocabulary in each of three cur- 
riculum areas 


REFERENCES 


Ayres, Leonard. A measuring scale for ability in spelling. 
Russell Sage Foundation. New York 


Buckingham, B. R., & Dolch, E. W. A combined word list. Ginn 


Fitzgerald, J. A. Letters written outside the school by children 
of the fourth, fifth and sixth grades: a study of vocabulary, 
spelling errors and situations. University of Iowa Studies in 
Education. Iowa City 


A crucial core vocabulary in elementary school language 
and spelling. Bruce Pub. Co. 


Gates, Arthur. A list of spelling difficulties in 3876 words. 
Teachers College, Bureau of Publications, Columbia Uni- 
versity. New York 


Horn, Ernest. A basic writing vocabulary. University of Iowa. 
Iowa Monographs in Education. Iowa City 


The validity and reliability of adult vocabulary lists. 
(The Elementary English Review, 16: 129-34, April 1939) 


Rinsland, Henry. A basic vocabulary of elementary school chil- 
dren. Macmillan : 


Thorndike, Edward, & Lorge, Irving. A teacher’s word book of 
30,000 words. Teachers College, Bureau of Publications. 
Columbia University. New York 


[13] 


A BASIC SPELLING WORD LIST 
FOR 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL PUPILS 


a 


Review Word List 


All words found in this review list have been taught in the elemen- 
tary school. They include Jones’ 100° Spelling Demons, Fitzgerald’s 
222 Demons and other words that have special characteristics that 
tend to make them troublesome to many pupils. There are 351 words 
in the list. These words should be reviewed in grades 7, 8 and 9 
and retaught as necessary. They are frequently misspelled by adults. 
They are important words since research shows that they are used 
repeatedly in all kinds of writing, and are misspelled more often than 
any other words in the language. 


about because _could favorite 
absence been couldn’t Feb. 

ache before country February 
address beginning cousin fierce 
advice believe cupboard fine 
advise believed daddy first 
afternoon birthday dairy football 
again blue day for 

all right bought dear forty 
along boy Dec. fourth 
already boys decorate Friday 
although break desert friend 
always brother didn’t friends 
am brought disease from 
among built doctor fuel 

an business does fun 

and busy dog getting 
answer buy done goes 

any can don’t going 
anything cannot down good 
anyway can’t early good-by 
appreciate children Easter got 

April chocolate easy grade 

are choose effect grammar 
arithmetic Christmas elevator guard 
aunt close enough guess 
awhile color every had 

baby come everybody half 
balloon coming exercise Halloween 
basketball cough father handkerchiefs 


[14] 


has 
have 
haven’t 
having 
he 


hear 
heard 
height 
hello 
her 


herd 
here 
him 
his 
home 


hope 
hospital 
hour 
house 
how 


how’s 


I 

Pil 

lm 
imagine 


immediately 
in 

instead 

isn’t 

it 


it’s 
I’ve 
Jan. 
jealous 
just 


knew 
know 
Knowledge 
laid 

latter 


lessons 
letter 
like 
likes 
little 


loose 
lose 
lots 
loving 
made 
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make 
making 
many 
maybe 
me 


meant 
medium 
minute 
Miss 


morning 


mother 
Mr. 
Mrs. 
much 
lame 


necessary 
neither 
nice 
nickel 
niece 


ninth 
none 


Nov. 


one 
original 
our 

out 
outside 


party 
patient 
peace 
people 
physical 


piece 
play 
played 
plays 
please 


poison 
practice 
practicing 
pretty 
principal 


principle 
probably 
quarter 
quit 
quite 


raise 
read 
ready 
receive 
received 


receiving 
religious 
remember 
right 
rough 


route 

said 
sandwiches 
Santa Claus 
Saturday 


saw 
says 
scarce 
scene 
school 


schoolhouse 
seems 

send 

sent 
separate 


several 
shoes 
similar 
since 
sincerely 


skiing 
skis 

snow 
some 
something 


sometime 
sometimes 
soon 
stationary 
stationery 


store 
straight 
studying 
sugar 
summer 


Sunday 
suppose 
sure 
surely 
surprise 


surprised 
surrounded 
swimming 
teacher 
teacher’s 


tear 
temperature 
terrible 
thanksgiving 
that’s 


the 
their 
them 
then 
there 


there’s 
these 
they 
they’ve 
think 


though 
thought 
through 
time 
tired 


to 

today 
together 
tomorrow 
tonight 


too 

toys 
train 
traveling 
trouble 


truly 
Tuesday 
two 
until 
used 


usually 
vacation 
valuable 
very 
waist 
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Review Word List (concluded) 


want weigh which write 
was well white writing 
waste went whole wrote 
we were will you 
wear were with your 
weather when women you're 
Wednesday where won't yours 
week whether would 


CORE VOCABULARY LISTS 


Grades 7, 8 and 9 


The words found in the core lists for grades 7, 8 and 9 are new 
words offered in addition to the 3000 basic words studied in the ele- 
mentary school. These additional words, 400 or fewer for each year, 
have been selected from the best research available. Such research 
relied heavily on Fitzgerald,’ Rinsland? and Horn.* Words in each 
of these grades have been placed there because of frequency of use 
and positive correlation with specific curriculum areas within these 
grades. 


The number of words assigned to each year is as follows: 


Grade Core Words 
Te. OES PROE Ee ae 387 
8 oat Bon dae Shean a eee tess Ee ee 400 
OR sia ae I oe ee 395 
TOtal’ 34a see ee ee ere 1182 


1 Fitzgerald, J. A. A basic life spelling vocabulary. Bruce Pub. Co. 

2 Rinsland, Henry. A basic vocabulary of elementary school children. Mac- 
millan. (This study includes grades 7 and 8.) 

8 Horn, Ernest. A basic writing vocabulary. University of Iowa. Iowa 
Monographs in Education. Iowa City. 


accurate 
active 
acts 
adding 
alive 


ambition 
amounts 
amusements 
announce 
area 


attack 
attempt 
available 
avoid 
bag 


bars 
based 
battery 
bean 
bearing 


bears 
became 
beneath 
breaks 
breeze 


broad 
bundle 
calm 
carbon 
causes 


checked 
Civic 
civilization 
civilized 
clouds 


coarse 
cocoa 
coconut 
code 
coin 


colonial 
colonist 
commission 


communication 


companies 


compare 
compared 
concern 
concerning 
concrete 


New Basic Words 


conducted 
connections 
consent 
considerable 
contained 


containing 
content 
convenience 
copies 
corners 


counter 
crawl 
criminal 
cure 
cuts 


dam 
decision 
declare 
degrees 
delight 


depends 
deposits 
develop 
discouraged 
discover 


discovery 
diseases 
distributed 
dock 
doctors 


dreaming 
dreams 
drunk 
dull 

dusk 


earliest 
ease 
effects 
efforts 
enclose 


enclosed 
enclosing 
ending 
enforce 
engines 


enormous 
errand 

eve 

exact 
experiment 
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explore 
export 
extended 
extent 


faint 


faith 
fare 


fertile 


fir 
firm 


fixing 


floating 


fried 
fright 


frighten 


frontier 


fry 


funniest 
gained 
gaining 


germ 
girl’s 


gladly 
glance 


glee 


globe 
goal 


good-by 
graceful 
grandmother’s 


greet 
guilty 


happier 
happiest 
hauled 


hidden 


hides 


highly 


hiked 


hiking 


hobbies 


holds 
hoped 
icy 
idle 


impatient 
import 
improved 
include 
included 
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includes 
income 
increase 
increasing 
innocent 


inquire 
inquired 
insect 
insisted 
instance 


invalid 
investigate 
inviting 
irrigated 
irrigation 


jacket 
jam 
jewelry 
jewels 
jobs 


joint 
knit 
knitting 
lame 
largely 


lasted 
latest 
laughter 
legislature 
lighting 


limit 
limited 
lined 
liquid 
logs 


lord 

loyal 
machines 
magazines 
major 


manage 
managed 
maple 
mass 
matters 


medal 
meetings 
meets 
men’s 
merchant 
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merchants 
messages 
mild 
military 
millions 


minds 
mineral 
mines 
mining 
moist 


moisture 
mornings 
mosquito 
nerve 
nerves 


No. 

notify 
numerous 
occupation 
occur 


occurred 
odd 

odor 
opens 
operations 


oxygen 
pal 
pale 
peak 
pears 


percentage 
perfectly 
phoned 
picnics 
pioneer 


pioneers 
pitch 
pity 
plains 
planes 


player 
players 
pockets 
poet 
political 


portion 
postage 
poultry 
powers 
precious 


GRADE 7 


New Basic Words 


pressure 
prevention 
prisoner 
produced 
produces 


producing 
product 
promote 
prove 
provide 


quality 
quantity 
quart 
rail 
railroads 


railway 
reaching 
rear 
receives 
recent 


recovered 
recreation 
refreshments 
refuse 
related 


relation 
relations 
relative 
relatives 
remained 


remains 
remarked 
reported 
republic 
require 


requires 
resigned 
resources 
review 
richest 


rod 
romantic 
rotten 
ruin 
ruined 


ruins 
rushing 
rye 
scale 
scarlet 


scheme 
scrap 

scream 
seaport 
seasons 


sections 
select 
selected 
sells 
sensible 


series 
session 
severe 
shadow 
shelf 


shirts 
shout 
shouted 
signal 
skill 


skillful 
soda 
speaker 
speaks 
spoken 


sports 
springs 
stated 
stations 
steak 


steamer 
steer 
stem 
stones 
subway 


suffer 
suffering 
suited 
supplied 
swam 


swift 
swiftly 
task 
tavern 
teams 


telescope 
tells 
tenth 
terms 
thanked 
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thorough © 
thoroughly 
tickled 
toboggan 
ton 


tone 
tons 
touched 
tower 
troops 


tube 
uncles 
unhappy 
uniform 
upright 


vacant 
variety 
vice-president 
vicinity 
victory 


views 
vine 
voyage 
wasted 
waters 


wells 
width 
wine 
winning 
wires 


woman’s 
worker 
workers 
year’s 
yield 


younger 
zone 


ability 
aboard 
accidents 
activities 
admire 


admit 
admitted 
advance 
advised 
affair 


affairs 
agreeable 
agreement 
amended 
amendments 


annual 
appears 
approved 
arrival 
atmosphere 


attending 
baggage 
ballot 
barely 
beating 


belief 
belonged 
belonging 
benefit 
bitter 


blown 
bodies 
borrowed 
boss 
brilliant 


burnt 
capture 
carols 
celebrated 
chairman 


charged 
chiefly 
choice 
citizenship 
claimed 


claims 
cleared 
clearly 
closely 
collecting 


SPELLING PROGRAM — GRADES 7, 8 AND 9 19 


GRADE 8 


New Basic Words 


command 
companion 
composed 
conclusion 
connect 


connection 
constant 
constantly 
construction 
convinced 


correctly 
courteous 
created 
credit 
crept 


crew 
curious 
custom 
customer 
customers 


customs 
darkness 
dawn 
debt 
deck 


delegates 
delicicus 
delightful 
demand 
democracy 


democratic 
desire 
determined 
diameter 
disappointment 


discuss 
discussed 
discussion 
disgusted 
distinct 


domestic 
drawer 
dreadful 
dusty 
eager 


educated 
electrical 
engaged 
enjoyable 
entering 


enters 
entrance 
equally 
equipped 
escaped 


evil 
exercises 
experiences 
expression 
extreme 


fame 
familiar 
farewell 
fashion 
feature 


features 
federal 
fewer 
fifteenth 
tlesh 


founded 
fully 
funds 
furs 
gathering 


glorious 
grant 
granted 
grateful 
groups 


guests 
handsome 
happening 
headed 
hearts 


heating 
here’s 
historical 
hitting 
holly 


horrible 
humorous 
ideal 
illness 
image 


imagination 
imagined 
independence 
informed 

inn 


instrument 
intelligent 
interfere 
international 
introduce 


introduced 
invention 
inventor 
issued 
judges 


jury 
justice 
justify 
killing 
kings 


kissed 
knelt 
knob 
leads 
lean 


lightning 
liking 
lips 
liquor 
loaded 


locate 
location 
locked 
losing 
lovable 


loveliest 
lover 

magic 
majority 
manufactured 


marched 
mate 
mathematics 
mayor 

meals 


meantime 
meanwhile 
memories 
merely 
merrily 


methods 
mission 
mist 
moments 
monument 
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moonlight 
motion 
movement 
murder 
mystery 


nations 
natives 
naturally 
nearby 
Negroes 


nineteenth 
objects 
obtain 
offices 
official 


officials 
ORG 
ornaments 
overcome 
owners 


owns 
pain 
parted 
partly 
partner 


passage 
passenger 
passes 
patience 
paying 


pays 
peaceful 
peculiar 
permit 
permitted 


phrase 
plainly 
planet 
pointed 
policy 


politics 
port 

ports 
positive 
possession 


possibly 
powerful 
prefer 
preparing 
presence 


GRADE 8 


New Basic Words 


presented 
priced 
pride 
prince 
prints 


probable 
proceeded 
profit 
promptly 
proposed 


protected 
providing 
provisions 
purchased 
purposes 


qualities 
quarrel 
quarters 
ragged 
range 


rates 
realized 
register 
relief 
rented 


repair 

repeated 
represent 
representative 
representatives 


reservation 
reserve 
respected 
restaurant 
rested 


resting 
restless 
retired 
returned 
revolution 


rights 
rising 
roam 
roar 
root 


sailing 
salesman 
scenes 
selfish 
senate 


sentences 
services 
serving 
shack 
shelter 


shock 
shops 
shorter 
shortly 
sigh 


signature 
signs 
silence 
sizes 
slavery 


slight 
slightly 
smiling 
smoking 
somewhat 


sorrow 
sorts 
sounded 
sour 
source 


sources 
spirits 
spite 
spoiled 
stopping 


stops 
strain 
stranger 
streak 
strict 


strikes 
stroke 
stronger 
strongest 
strongly 


struggle 
students 
stumbled 
suffered 
sunset 


surrender 
tale 

tariff 
tears 
temple 
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territory 
theft 
thoughts 
thousands 
thrill 


thrilled 
thrilling 
thunder 
tickets 
title 


tongue 
tough 
tracks 
trading 
trained 


treatment 
treaty 
trial 
tribes 
trips 


troubles 
trout 
twelfth 
twenty-one 


types 


uncle’s 
unit 
unusual 
various 
vast 


verses 
veto 
vitamins 
voted 
votes 


wages 
wander 
wandered 
warn 
warned 


warning 
waves 
wealth 
wealthy 
weary 


world’s 
wounded 
wreck 
youth 
you've 


absolutely 
abundance 
abundant 
abuse 
accomplish 


accused 
accustomed 
acknowledge 
acre 
actually 


additional 
adjust 
adjustment 
advertising 
advisable 


advising 
agricultural 
alas 
allowance 
ample 


amused 
amusing 
angle 
anxiously 
apologize 


application 
applied 
approach 
approve 
approximately 


arise 
arrange 
arrangement 
artificial 
assigned 


assist 
assistant 
assume 
assure 
athletic 


attorney 
attraction 
audience 
authority 
automatic 


aware 
backward 
barber 
bargain 
basis 


GRADE 9 


New Basic Words 


beautifully 
beloved 
bid 
blessing 
bluff 


bond 
bridle 
brief 
budget 
cable 


campaign 
cancel 
candidate 
capable 
capacity 


cape 
career 
ceased 
centuries 
cereal 


chamber 
circulation 
clearing 
closet 
colleges 


column 
combined 
committed 
communism 
complaint 


compound 
conclude 
conference 
confidential 
congratulate 


congratulations 
consideration 
consisted 
consists 
contracts 


convenient 
cordially 
creature 
credit 
crude 


curiosity 
curve 
debate 
deduct 
deducted 


deduction 
deeds 
deeply 
defeat 
defective 


defense 
definite 
definitely 
delicate 
demonstration 


deposit 
deserve 
desirous 
desperate 
destination 


devote 
devoted 
diet 
difficulty 
digest 


digestion 
dined 
discontinue 
dispose 
disposed 


disposition 
distant 
distinguished 
document 
drama 


dread 
dreary 
economical 
economy 
educational 


engagement 
elements 
eliminate 
employees 
engineers 


entertain 
entitled 
essential 
establish 
established 


estate 
estimate 
estimated 
evidence 
evident 
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examined 
exceedingly 
exception 
exclusive 
executive 


exhausted 
exist 
existence 
expression 
extend 


extensive 
tailure 
faithful 
faithfully 
fame 


fate 
favors 
hling 
fitted 
fixtures 


forces 
formerly 
frankly 
frequently 
furnishes 


furthermore 
garbage 
generation 
generous 
genuine 


gloomy 
gorgeous 
Zoverned 
gown 
graduated 


graduation 
grind 
handy 
healthful 
hearth 


heavens 
heavier 
hesitate 
honored 
hopeful 


household 
humor 
hurriedly 
impression 
incident 


ce 


inclined 


inconvenience 


indicate 
individual 
industrial 


industries 
influence 
insert 
insist 
installment 


instantly 
instructions 
insult 
insurance 
intention 


interior 
interrupt 
interrupted 
interview 
introduction 


issue 
judgment 
laboratory 
laundry 
lease 


legal 
license 
likewise 
loan 
locally 


loses 
magnificent 
mainly 
majority 
inanly 


mansion 
marvelous 
maximum 
mechanical 
medical 


mend 
mercy 
mere 
mess 
midst 


ininimum 
mirror 
mislaid 


misunderstanding 


mountainous 


GRADE 9 


New Basic Words 


mysterious 
naming 
neglect 
neglected 
noble 


normal 
northeastern 
northwest 
northwestern 
objection 


occasion 
offense 
official 
opera 
originally 


outstanding 
payment 
permanent 
personality 
persuaded 


platform 
pleasing 
pledge 
poisonous 
possibility 


practical 
practically 
preference 
prepaid 
pretend 


prevented 
previous 

primarily 
primitive 
principles 


privilege 
probability 
proceeds 
prominent 
prospect 


prosperous 
publish 
published 
racing 
range 


rank 

rapid 

rare 
reasonable 
recognition 


recognize 
recognized 
recommend 
recorded 
reduce 


reducing 
reduction 
referee 
reference 
referred 


refrigerator 
refund 
regard 
regarded 
release 


reliable 
removed 
replacement 
reporter 
represents 


requesting 
rescue _ 
reservation 
reside 
resignation 


resort 
respectable 
respected 
response 
retain 


routine 
rural 
saddle 
sake 
salary 


savings 
scarcely 
schedule 
scratched 
scrub 


secured 
securing 
seized 
selection 
senior 


sentiment 
shame 
simply 
situated 
sleet 
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society 
sole 
solution 
southwest 
specific 


specifications 
specified 
specify 

spray 

starch 


steadily 
steady 
stenographer 
storage 
straighten 


strain 
strictly 
substance 
substitute 
suggesting 


suggestion 
sufficient 
supreme 
surrounding 
sympathy 


tackle 
theme 
theory 
thrifty 
tomato 


tropical 
twentieth 
unconscious 
unfortunate 
unnecessary 


unpaid 
unreasonable 
velvet 

visible 
volume 


warrant 
welfare 
wherever 
witness 
worthy 


TECHNICAL WRITING VOCABULARY 


Although considerable research has been done to determine the 
meaning vocabularies needed by pupils in studying various high school 
subjects, there is no adequate research at the present. time which 
determines scientifically which of these words pupils should learn to 
spell because they need to use the words frequently in written work. 

The lists given here are a first attempt at setting up such spelling 
vocabularies. The samples are limited to the three fields of citizen- 
ship education, mathematics and science — subjects studied by all 
junior high school pupils. It is planned to extend these lists to other 
high school subjects and to all high school grades. 

These technical writing lists in citizenship education, mathematics 
and science were selected from vocabulary lists compiled by research 
workers,’ that indicate the words a pupil must be able to read and 
understand if he is to make satisfactory progress in a particular high 
school subject. Only a limited number of these words, of course, are 
also written so frequently by the pupil that it is more economical for 
him to learn to spell them than constantly to look them up in a dic- 
tionary. The words selected for the spelling lists from these meaning 
vocabularies, therefore, are the words that research shows to be valid 
spelling words for grades 7, 8 and 9. They represent the first 
attempt to select a core list of technical spelling words that can be ° 
validated as useful words for a writing vocabulary. These lists are 
not complete and are therefore experimental and tentative in nature. 
They contain words that do not appear anywhere else in this publica- 
tion. They also contain many words which will be found in the 
Basic Spelling Word List on pages 14 to 22. 

Spelling should be a shared responsibility of all secondary school 
teachers. Teachers in each subject area must help pupils to spell 
correctly the words in the core vocabulary lists. The special subject 
teachers will also need to assume the major responsibility for teach- 
ing those technical words that do not appear in the core lists, and will 
probably not be taught except by the special subject teacher. 

It should be noted that the words selected are for the most part 
useful in a special field and useful, in general, in all kinds of writing. 


1 Cole, Luella. Teacher’s handbook of technical vocabulary. Public School 
Publishing Company. Bloomington, Ill. 1940. An important list of words 
necessary for reading and understanding high school subjects. 

Gray, W. S., & Holmes, Eleanor. Development of meaning vocabularies; an 
experimental study. Department of Education. University of Chicago. 1938. 
Based on work done with pupils in the University of Chicago laboratory schools. 
Not a spelling list, but useful in selecting a spelling vocabulary. 

Goldstein, Irwin, & Mann, Horace. Occupational vocabulary lists. New York 
City Board of Education. 1949. Word lists needed in reading content related 
to such occupations as work connected with shoe repairing, the garment industry, 
motor vehicles, laundries, the building trades and the like. Intended to guide 
teachers of mentally retarded children, these lists have value in selecting a basic 
spelling vocabulary of technical words. 
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TECHNICAL VOCABULARY IN CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 


Grades 7, 8 and 9 


There are 321 words in this list. These are the words that citizen- 
ship education teachers should help their students learn to spell. Two 
hundred seventy-eight of these citizenship education words are so 
important that they also appear in the core lists of words that every- 
one needs to write frequently. The other words will probably not be 
taught as spelling words except by the citizenship education teachers. 


These words are starred for identification. 


abundant center crime enforce 
acre century crops establish* 
act chain cultivate* event 
administration* channel* current executive 
agent citizen customis* expedition* 
agriculture civic dairy explore 
alfalfa civil dam export 
altitude* civilized debt factory 
amendment* class decision federal 
ancient clay demand fertile 
annual climate democracy flood 

area cloth dense* flour 
article coal department forces 
assembly coast deposit foreign 
atmosphere cocoa desert forest 
ballot coconut development freedom 
basin* coffee diamond freeze 
bay colony direction freight 
beach commerce discovery frontier ‘ 
belt communication distance frost 

bill communism distribution* fruit 
blizzard community district fuel 
border company divide gas 
boundary conference dock gasoline 
breeze constitution document globe 
bureau* continent domestic goods 
business convention draft government 
cabinet copper duty governor — 
camel corn earth grain 
campaign* corporation* east granite* 
canal cotton economic grant 
candidate* country education grapes 
cape* county election grazing* 
capital court employee* hail 

cattle credit employer* harbor 


_ * Do not appear in New York State basic spelling lists for elementary and for 
junior high schools. 
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TECHNICAL VOCABULARY IN CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 


harvest 
herd 
hide 
high 
highway 


import 
income 
industry 
internal* 
invention 


iron 
irrigation 
island 
issue 
ivory* 


journey 
judge 
jury 
justice 
labor 


janguage 
lead 
league 
leather 
legal 


legislature 
level 
liberal* 
liberty 
lightning 


local 
location 
lumber 
machinery 
manufacture 


map 
marble 
market 
measure 
metal 


migrate 
mills 
mine 
mineral 
minister 


mist 
modern 
moisture 
motion 
mountain 


mouth 
movement 
mud 
nation 
native 


Negro 
north 
official 
olives* 
oil 


orchard 
ore 
pasture 
peace 
peak 


peninsula* 
petition* 
pioneer 
plain 
planet 


plantation* 
plateau* 
platform 
point 

pole 


policy 
politics 
population 
port 
potatoes 


poultry 
president 
pressure 
primary 
privilege 


produce 
production 
property 
race 
railroad 


railway 
raise 
ranch 
range 
region 


reindeer 
representative 
republic 
reservation 
resolution* 


revolt* 
revolution 
rice 
rights 
route 


rubber 
rural 
rye 
salmon 
salt 


savage* 
seal 
seaport 
season 
secretary 


section 
senate 
senator* 
session 
settlement 


shallow 
shelter 
shipping 
shower 
silk 


silver 
slave* 
society 
soil 
sound 


source 
south 
spring 
state 
steel 


steep 
storm 
stream 
strike 


supply 


surface 
tariff* 
tax 

tea 
telegraph 


telephone 
temperature 
territory 
testimony* 
thermometer* 


ticket 
tide* 
timber 
tin 
tobacco 


trade 

traffic 

traitor* 
transportation 
travel 


treasury* 
tribe 
tropical 
trust 
union 


valley 
vapor* 
vegetables 
vessel* 
village 


vote 
voyage 
wealth* 
weather 
welfare 


west 
wheat 
wine 
witness 
wool 


yield 


* Do not appear in New York State basic spelling lists for elementary and for 


junior high schools. 
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TECHNICAL VOCABULARY IN MATHEMATICS 


Grades 7, 8 and 9 
There are 159 words in the mathematics list. 
that mathematics teachers should help their pupils learn to spell. One 
hundred thirty-six of them are so important that they also appear 
in the basic core list of words which everyone needs to spell fre- 
quently. The other words are peculiar to the field of mathematics 
education and are needed and used so frequently that pupils should 
learn to spell them for mathematics. These are starred for identifica- 


tion and will be taught only by mathematics teachers. 


add 
addition 
amount 
answer 
apiece 


average 
balance 
bank 
bargain 
base 


bill 
borrow 
bushel* 
business 
cancel 


capacity 
capital 
carry 
cases 
cash 


cent 
center 
century 
change 
check 


circle 
collect 
company 
constant 
contain 


corporation* 
count 

credit 
customer 
daily 


day 

deep 
degree 
difference 
discount* 


distance 
divide 
division 
dollar 
dozen 


drive 

due 
eliminate 
exchange 
expense 


expression 
factor* 
feet 

fifth 
figure 


foot 
fourth 
fraction* 
funds 
gain 


graph 
half 
height 
high 
hour 


inch 

income 
independent 
itlsurance 
interest 


issue 
length 
less 
loan 
long 


maker* 
market 
measure 
members 
mile 


minus* 

minute 

month 
multiplication* 
multiply 


net 
nickel 
note 
number 
order 


origin® 
pair 
payment 
peck* 
penny 


percent 
pint* 
plot* 
plus* 
point 


policy 
positive 
power 
pound 
premium* 


price 
principal 
profit* 
property 
purchase 


quantity 
quart 
quarter 
quotient* 
rate 


receipt 
reduce 
remainder* 
retail* 

root 


These are the words 


row 
sale 
savings 
second 
security* 


share 
side 
sign 
size 


solid 


space 
speed 
square 
stock 
substitute 


subtract* 
subtraction* 
sum 

surface 
term 


thick 
third 
times 
ton 
total 


trade 
unknown 
value 
volume* 
week 


weigh 
weight 
wholesale* 


wide 
width 


worth 
yard 
year 
zero 


* Do not appear in New York State basic spelling lists for elementary and for 


junior high schools. 
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TECHNICAL VOCABULARY IN SCIENCE 


Grades 7, 8 and 9 


Za 


These 104 words are words that science teachers should help their 
pupils learn to spell. Fifty-six of them will also be found in the basic 
core list of words which everyone needs to spell frequently. The other 
words are peculiar to the field of science and are needed and used 
so frequently that science students should learn to spell them. These 
words are starred for identification, and will be taught only by the 


science teachers. 


acid* 
alcohol* 
alfalfa 
altitude* 
atmosphere 


atom 
attraction 
bacteria* 
balance 
base 


battery 
bulb* 
calcium* 
carbon 
cell* 


charcoal* 
charge 
chemical* 
coal 
composition 


compound 
conductor 
conservation* 
contract 
copper 


crops 
current 
cycle* 
decay* 
degree 


* Do not appear in New York State basic spelling lists for elementary and for 


junior high schools. 


depth* 
dew* 
diamond 
digestion 
discharge* 


dissolve* 
draft 
electricity 
element* 
energy 


erosion* 
evaporate* 
exert* 

ex pand* 
experiment 


explode* 
extension* 
fertilizer* 
flame* 
fluid* 


force 
friction* 
tuel 

gas 
gases* 


germ 
gravity* 
horizon*® 
humidity* 
hydrogen* 


insect silver 
laboratory soil 
liquid solid 
matter solution 
metal steam 
mineral substance 
mixture* temperature 
moisture thermometer* 
molecule* tissue* 
moss* tube 
motion vapor* 
motor volume* 
negative* weather 
nitrogen* weight 
oxygen 

petals* 

petroleum* 

poisonous 

pole 

positive 

preserve* 

pressure 

pump 

rays* 

refrigerator 

resistance* 

root 

rotation* 

rust* 

salt 
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